
N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 

Blended Learning Lesson                    

What is the European Union? 
 
Vocabulary Preview 
 

• Match the words on the left with the meanings on the right. 
 
 

1. 
 

decade 
 

 
 

 
 

A. 
 

to buy, sell, or exchange products or services 
      

2. coal   B. 
 

a kind of strong, hard metal 
      

3. steel   C. 
 

to make something 
      

4. trade   D. 
 

a person or thing that belongs to a group 
      

5. join   E. 
 

a period of time that lasts ten years 
      

6. create   F. 
 

to connect two or more things together 
      

7. tough   G. 
 

difficult 
      

8. member   H. 
 

a hard, black rock that people can burn 
 

• Use the above words to complete the sentences. Use plural forms and past tense 

if necessary.  

 
1.  Is Germany a _________________ of the European Union?  
 

2.  I worked at that company for more than one _________________. 
 

3.  Sam _________________ a reading club at school last week. 
 

4.  Can I _________________ my apple for your orange? 
 

5.  We had a really _________________ math exam on Monday. 
 

6.  Is it a good idea to _________________ AI that is smarter than humans? 
 

7.  Many bridges are made of _________________. 
 

8.  People have burned _________________ for thousands of years. 
 

• Choose any two of the above words and write your own sentences. 
 

1.  _________________________________________________________________ 

 
2.  _________________________________________________________________ 
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N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

Blended Learning Lesson 

What is the European Union? 
Topic: Countries 

 

Many decades1 ago, after World War II, several countries  

in Europe decided that it would be better to stop fighting  

with each other and start helping each other instead. In  

1951, six countries—Belgium, France, Germany, Italy,  

Luxembourg, and the Netherlands—decided to share their  

coal2 and steel3. These things were very important for building  

things after the war. This idea was called the European  

Coal and Steel Community. 

 

Because it worked so well, the countries made a bigger group in 1957 called 

the European Economic Community. This group helped them trade4 with each 

other more easily, so people, goods, and money could move around without 

many problems. More countries joined5 the group in the 1970s and 1980s, like 

the UK and Ireland. 

 

In 1989, the Berlin Wall fell, and countries in Eastern Europe also joined the 

European Economic Community. In 1992, they created6 the European Union, 

or EU for short. Later, they even made their own money called the euro, which 

many of them still use today. 

 

The EU has had some tough7 times, like money problems and some countries 

leaving, like the UK (that’s called Brexit). But even with these problems, the EU 

keeps trying to help its members8 work together, be peaceful, and grow 

stronger together. 
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N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

Blended Learning Lesson 
Listening and Spelling Practice 
 

What is the European Union?   
 

⚫ Listen to the article and fill in each space with a missing vowel (a, e, i, o, u). 
 

Many decades ago, after World War II, several countries in Europe decided that it 

would be better to stop fighting with each other and start helping each other 

instead. In1951, six countries—Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, 

and the Netherlands—decided to share their coal and steel. These things were very 

important for building things after the war. This idea was called the European  

Coal and Steel Community. 

 

B__c__ __s__    __t    w__rk__d    s__    w__ll,    th__    c__ __ntr__ __s    m__d__    

__    b__gg__r    gr__ __p    __n    1957    c__ll__d    th__    E__r__p__ __n    

__c__n__m__c    C__mm__n__ty.    Th__s    gr__ __p    h__lp__d    th__m    tr__d__    

w__th    __ __ch    __th__r    m__r__    __ __s__ly,    s__    p__ __pl__,    g__ __ds,    

__nd    m__n__y    c__ __ld    m__v__    __r__ __nd    w__th__ __t    m__ny    

pr__bl__ms.    M__r__    c__ __ntr__ __s    j__ __n__d    th__    gr__ __p    __n    

th__    1970s    __nd    1980s,    l__k__    th__    __K    __nd    __r__l__nd. 

 

__n    1989,    th__    B__rl__n    W__ll    f__ll,    __nd    c__ __ntr__ __s    __n        

__ __st__rn    __ __r__p__    __ls__    j__ __n__d    th__    __ __r__p__ __n    

__c__n__m__c    C__mm__n__ty.    __n    1992,    th__y    cr__ __t__d    th__    __ 

__r__p__ __n    __n__ __n,    __r    __ __    f__r    sh__rt.    L__t__r,    th__y    

__v__n    m__d__    th__ __r    __wn    m__n__y    c__ll__d    th__    __ __r__,    

wh__ch    m__ny    __f    th__m    st__ll    __s__    t__d__y. 

 

The EU has had some tough times, like money problems and some countries leaving, 

like the UK (that’s called Brexit). But even with these problems, the EU keeps trying 

to help its members work together, be peaceful, and grow stronger together. 
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Blended Learning Lesson 
Grammar Practice 
 

What is the European Union?   
⚫ Choose the best words to complete the sentences. 
 

Many decades (1)____, after World War II, several countries in Europe decided 

that it would be better to (2)____ fighting with each (3)____ and start helping each 

other instead. In 1951, six countries—Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, 

Luxembourg, and the Netherlands—decided to share their coal and steel. These things 

were very (4)____ for building things after the war. This idea was (5)____ the 

European Coal and Steel Community. 
 

Because it worked so (6)____, the countries made a bigger group in 1957 called the 

European Economic Community. This group helped (7)____ trade with each other 

more easily, so people, (8)____, and money could move around without many 

problems. More countries joined the group in the 1970s and 1980s, like the UK and 

Ireland. 
 
In 1989, the Berlin Wall fell, and countries in Eastern Europe also joined the 

European Economic Community. In 1992, they created the European Union, or EU 

for (9)____. Later, they even made their (10)____ money called the euro, which many 

of them still use today. 
 
The EU has had some tough times, (11)____ money problems and some countries 

leaving, like the UK (that’s called Brexit). But even with these problems, the EU keeps 

trying to help its members work together, be peaceful, and grow stronger (12)____. 
 

 

1. 
(A) after 
(B) ago 
(C) then 
 

2. 
(A) stopped 
(B) stop 
(C) stopping 
 

3. 
(A) others 
(B) another 
(C) other 
 

4. 
(A) important 
(B) imported 
(C) imports 

5. 
(A) calling 
(B) calls 
(C) called 
 

6. 
(A) good 
(B) well 
(C) better 
 

7. 
(A) they’re 
(B) they 
(C) them 
 

8. 
(A) well 
(B) good 
(C) goods 

9. 
(A) short 
(B) shorts 
(C) shortly 
 

10. 
(A) own 
(B) owned 
(C) only 
 

11. 
(A) unlike 
(B) like 
(C) dislike 
 

12. 
(A) together 
(B) to gather 
(C) gathering 
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N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

Blended Learning Lesson             

What is the European Union? 
 

How Much Do You Understand? 
 

• According to the article, write ‘T’ (True) or ‘F’ (False) next to each statement. 
 

 
 

 
 

1.  
 

The European Union was formed in 1951. 
   
 

2.  
 
 

Germany, and the UK were two of the six countries to form a union in 1951. 
   
 

3.  
 

 

The European Economic Community was formed six years later. 
   
 

4.  
 
 

Berlin left the European Union in 1989. 
   
 

5.  
 
 

The money that many countries in the EU use nowadays is called the euro.  
   
 

6.  
 
 
 

The UK is still a part of Europe. 
 

 

Discuss 
 

• Discuss the following questions with your classmates. 
 

1.  Would it be a good idea for Europe to become one country? Why? / Why not? 

2.  Should non-European countries be allowed to join the European Union? 

     Why? / Why not? 

3.  What do you think of Brexit? Was it a good idea? Why? / Why not? 

 

Write 
 

• Choose one of the above discussion questions.  Write a short paragraph to  

answer it. 
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Blended Learning Lesson                        Topic: Countries 
 

 

 Lesson 
 

“What is the European Union?” 
 

Grammar Focus Mixed (focus on past tense) 
 

Vocabulary 210 words 

A1 words-62% / A2 words-16% / B1 words-3% / B2 words-5% 
Off-List 13% 
Vocabulary Analysis by: vocabkitchen.com 

 

Level Elementary to Pre-Intermediate (CEFR A2)  
 

   

 
 

 

ANSWER KEY Page 1  
 

• Vocabulary Preview  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  1.  E 

  2.  H 

  3.  B 

  4.  A 

  5.  F 

  6.  C 

  7.  G 

  8.  D 

 1.  member 

 2.  decade 

 3.  joined 

 4.  trade 

 5.  tough 

 6.  create 

 7.  steel 

 8.  coal 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANSWER KEY Page 4 ANSWER KEY Page 5 
 

• Grammar (Article) • How Much Do You Understand? 

  1.  B 

  2.  B 

  3.  C 

  4.  A 

  5.  C 

  6.  B 

  7.  C 

  8.  C 

  9.  A 

10.  A 

11.  B 

12.  A 

1.  F   

2.  F   

3.  T 

4.  F 

5.  T 

6.  T 
 

 

  Visit my Patreon site to download the  

  advanced level version of this activity: 
 

www.allthings-esl.com 
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