
N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

Blended Learning Lesson  

Bertram and the Empty Quarter 
Vocabulary Preview  
 

• Match the words on the left with the meanings on the right.  

 
 

1. 
 

finance 
 

 
 

 
 

A. 
 

to make the same trip you or someone else made 
      

2. threat   B. 
 

a cold-blooded animal like a turtle or snake 
      

3. in the spotlight   C. 
 

to die 
      

4. retrace   D. 
 

public attention; famous 
      

5. contribution   E. 
 

money used to run a business or country 
      

6. reptile   F. 
 

an action that helps to improve something 
      

7. pass away   G. 
 

to give someone the idea to do something 
      

8. inspire   H. 
 

danger 
 

• Use the above words to complete the sentences.  Use plural forms and past 

tense if necessary.  

 
1.  Albert Einstein made many important _________________ to science. 
 

2.  Most dinosaurs were large _________________ that lived millions of years ago. 
 

3.  The oldest person who ever lived _________________ at the age of 122. 
 

4.  I think we’re lost! Let’s _________________ our steps back to the highway. 
 

5.  Stay away from that large dog! I think it’s a _________________ to your safety. 
 

6.  Sarah always gets high grades. She _________________ me to study hard. 
 

7.  I’m _________________ because I want to be our class president. 
 

8.  Of course, you need to know about ________________ when you start a business.  

 

• Choose any two of the above words and write your own sentences. 

 
1.  _________________________________________________________________ 

 
2.  _________________________________________________________________ 
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N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

Blended Learning Lesson 

Bertram and                                       
the Empty Quarter  
Topic: Deserts  

 

Bertram Thomas was a brave English explorer                                               

who became the first European to travel across                                               

the Empty Quarter desert in 1931, a huge and                                        

dangerous area in Arabia. Born in 1892,                                                        

Bertram worked in many important jobs,                                                          

including helping the Sultan of Oman with                                                             

finances1.  

 

His famous journey took him and his guide, Shaikh Saleh bin Kalut, through 

hundreds of kilometers of the empty desert from Dhofar (in Oman) to Doha (in                                                          

Qatar). It was difficult, with threats2 from local people and wild animals, but 

they made the journey (by walking) in 59 days. Bertram used special tools to 

make maps and write about the plants and animals he found along the way. 

 

Even though Bertram's adventure was famous when it happened, he didn’t stay 

in the spotlight3 for long. However, his journey became important again when 

another group, including the grandson of his guide, retraced4 his travels in 

2015. Bertram wrote books about his experience and the people he met. After 

serving in different jobs during World War II, he received several awards for his 

bravery and contributions5 to exploration. Two kinds of reptiles6 were even 

named after him. Bertram passed away7 in 1950, but his incredible journey 

continues to inspire8 adventurers today. 
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N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

Blended Learning Lesson 
Listening and Spelling Practice 
 

Bertram and the Empty Quarter   
 

⚫ Listen to the article and fill in each space with a missing vowel (a, e, i, o, u). 
 

Bertram    Thomas    was    a    brave    English    explorer    who    became    

the    first    European    to    tr__v__l    __cr__ss    th__    Empty    Quarter    

d__s__rt    __n    1931,    __    h__g__    __nd    d__ng__r__ __s    __r__ __    

__n    __r__b__ __.    B__rn    __n    1892,    Bertram    worked    in    many    

important    jobs,    including    helping the    Sultan    of    Oman    with    

finances.  
 

His    famous    journey    took    him    and    his    guide,    Shaikh    Saleh    

bin    Kalut,    thr__ __gh    h__ndr__ds    __f    k__l__m__t__rs    __f    th__    

__mpty    d__s__rt    fr__m    Dhofar    (in    Oman)    t__    Doha    (in    Qatar).    

__t    w__s    d__ff__c__lt,    w__th    thr__ __ts    fr__m    l__c__l    p__ __pl__    

__nd    w__ld    __n__m__ls,    b__t    th__y    m__d__    th__    j__ __rn__y    

(by walking)    __n    59    d__ys.    Bertram    __s__d    special    tools    to    

make    maps    and    write    about    the    plants    and    animals    he    found    

along    the    way. 
 

Even    though    Bertram's    adventure    was    famous    when    it    

happened,    h__    d__dn’t    st__y    __n    th__    sp__tl__ght    f__r    l__ng.    

H__w__v__r,    h__s    j__ __rn__y    b__cam__    __mp__rt__nt    __g__ __n    

wh__n    __n__th__r    gr____p,    __ncl__d__ng    th__    gr__nds__n    __f    

h__s    g__ __d__,    r__tr__c__d    h__s    tr__v__ls    __n    2015.    Bertram    

wr__t__    b__ __ks    __b__ __t    h__s    __xp__r__ __nc__    __nd    th__    

p__ __pl__    h__    m__t.    After    serving    in    different    jobs    during    

World    War II,    he    received    several    awards    for    his    bravery    and 

contributions    to    exploration.    Tw__    k__nds    __f    r__pt__l__s    w__r__    

__v__n    n__m__d    __ft__r    h__m.    Bertram    p__ss__d    __w__y    __n    

1950,    b__t    his incredible    journey    continues    to    inspire    adventurers    

today. 
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N AM E :  _____________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

 

Blended Learning Lesson 
Grammar Practice 
 

Bertram and the Empty Quarter   
⚫ Choose the best words to complete the sentences. 
 

Bertram Thomas was a brave English explorer who became the first European 
to (1)____ across the Empty Quarter desert in 1931, a huge and dangerous 
area in Arabia. Born (2)____ 1892, Bertram worked in many important jobs, 
including helping the Sultan of Oman with finances.  
 
His famous journey took him and his guide, Shaikh Saleh bin Kalut, (3)____ 
hundreds of kilometers of the empty desert (4)____ Dhofar (in Oman) to Doha 
(in Qatar). It (5)____ difficult, with threats from local people and wild animals, 
but they made the journey (by walking) in 59 days. Bertram (6)____ special 
tools to make maps and write about the plants and animals he found along the 
way. 
 
Even (7)____ Bertram's adventure was famous when it happened, he didn’t 
stay in the spotlight for long. However, his journey became (8)____ again when 
another group, including the grandson of his guide, retraced his travels in 2015. 
Bertram wrote (9)____ about his experience and the people he met. After 
serving in different jobs during World War II, he (10)____ several awards for his 
bravery and contributions to exploration. Two kinds of reptiles (11)____ even 
named after him. Bertram (12)____ away in 1950, but his incredible journey 
continues to inspire adventurers today. 
 

1. 
(A) travels 
(B) traveled 
(C) travel 
 

2. 
(A) in 
(B) within 
(C) at 
 

3. 
(A) though 
(B) throw 
(C) through 
 

4. 
(A) fore 
(B) from 
(C) four 

5. 
(A) was 
(B) were 
(C) had 
 

6. 
(A) used 
(B) used to 
(C) use 
 

7. 
(A) thought 
(B) though 
(C) through 
 

8. 
(A) impartial 
(B) imported 
(C) important 

9. 
(A) booked 
(B) book 
(C) books 
 

10. 
(A) receive 
(B) received 
(C) receives 
 

11. 
(A) was 
(B) were 
(C) we’re 
 

12. 
(A) past 
(B) passed 
(C) pass 
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N A M E :  ________________________________                DATE: ____________________ 
 

Blended Learning Lesson  

Bertram and the Empty Quarter 
 

How Much Do You Understand? 
 

• According to the article, write ‘T’ (True) or ‘F’ (False) next to each statement. 
 

 

 
 

 

1.  
 

Bertram Thomas was born in Oman and later moved to England. 
   
 

2.  
 
 

He made his journey so that he could write a travel guidebook. 
   
 

3.  
 
 

Bertram crossed the Empty Quarter in about two months. 
   
 

4.  
 
 

Bertram walked hundreds of kilometers from Oman to Qatar. 
   
 

5.  
 
 

Few people cared about his journey when it happened. 
   
 

6.  
 

 
 

Since Bertram’s time, more people have journeyed across the Empty Quarter. 
 

 

Discuss 
 

• Discuss the following questions with your classmates. 
 

1.  What three questions would you like to ask Bertram Thomas? 

2.  What part of our world would you like to explore?  

3.  Do you prefer hot, dry climates – or cold, wet climates? Why? 

 

Write 
 

• Choose one of the above discussion questions.  Write a short paragraph to  

answer it. 

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Blended Learning Lesson                           Topic: Deserts 
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ANSWER KEY Page 1  
 

• Vocabulary Preview  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  1.  E 

  2.  H 

  3.  D 

  4.  A 

  5.  F 

  6.  B 

  7.  C 

  8.  G 

 1.  contributions 

 2.  reptiles 

 3.  passed away 

 4.  retrace 

 5.  threat 

 6.  inspires 

 7.  in the spotlight 

 8.  finance 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANSWER KEY Page 4 ANSWER KEY Page 5 
 

• Grammar (Article) • How Much Do You Understand? 

  1.  C 

  2.  A 

  3.  C 

  4.  A 

  5.  A 

  6.  A 

  7.  B 

  8.  C 

  9.  C 

10.  B 

11.  B 

12.  B 

1.  F   

2.  F 

3.  T 

4.  T 

5.  F 

6.  T 
 

 

  Visit my Patreon site to download the  

  advanced level version of this activity: 
 

www.allthings-esl.com 
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